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Summer Activities - 2018 
  

7th Newark and Balderton cubs mixed camp 

On the last weekend in June 7th Newark and Balderton had our first joint camp at 
Hollygate, Cotgrave. As a leader it was interesting to watch two groups get together that 
had not mixed much before.  

At the start of camp, we did grand howl, so the cubs were in their sections but as the 
weekend progressed they start to mix and help each other through the activities of 
pioneering, archery, rocket building, plus many crafts. Leaders also enjoyed new 
friendships as we worked well together and found the weekend flowed as we did the 
activities and chores. On the second nights campfire run by Andy (Bagheera) and Ros 
(mowgli), when you looked around the camp circle we noticed how integrated both packs 
were, joining in the songs, actions and having a laugh.  

We plan to have another joint camp next year and we all look forward to that. But these 
camps couldn’t be run without our fellow leaders and the parents that helped pitch and 
strike camp.  

Thanks, from both Akela’s Dave Haynes and Sarah Miller. 

 

  

 

Diary dates 

 

December 

4th December 

District Cub Carol service 

Christ Church, Boundary Road 

Newark 
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Balderton Scout, Rhys Prime, has written about this year's Summer Camp 
to Snowball Plantation Scout Camp just outside York  

Where to start, this year’s summer scout camp at the Snowball Plantation near York was the best yet because we 
did so many amazing activities. During the week the activities and trips we did included archery, the National 
Railway Museum, backwards cooking, indoor climbing, crazy golf and even a Viking themed day. We all took turns 
cooking and the paella on the first night was amazing.  

My favorite activity was archery because I learnt a new skill and even managed to get a bull’s-eye. I also enjoyed 
the Railway Museum because I learnt how steam trains worked and about the power of the Japanese bullet trains. 
Then we went to the leisure centre and used the indoor climbing walls. We all had three goes and on my third go I 
managed to skin my elbow on the way down. 

Then on the following day we had our Viking themed day. We made swords or axes and some people made 
shields. Then we had our photograph taken with everyone in their costumes. After the photo we all made Viking 
longboats and tested them on some water. Then we played a dice game, because the Vikings all liked to play dice 
games, to decide who popped the balloon while someone had to catch whatever came out of it.  

Rhys Prime  

(age 13)  
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Trent Villages Cub Pack  

The Trent Villages cub pack have been up to lots of fun activities including sailing and bowls:  

 

   
 
1st Balderton Scouts Expedition Challenge 

We got lost!!” We heard this several times from the Scouts completing their Expedition Challenge a few weeks ago.  

Over the summer, a group of five 1st Balderton Scouts had planned and prepped for their Expedition Challenge. They booked 
the campsite, planned their route, worked out how long it should take them to walk it, decided their menu and wrote the 
equipment list for the Quartermaster. They also completed a couple of practice walks to hone their navigation skills…..?!  

The Expedition itself took place in the south Yorkshire countryside not far from Barnsley. We left them at the start point and 
things started well. They used their map and compasses (correctly) to work out which way to leave the car park and reached 
their first checkpoint quite quickly. However, after that I think time slowed down – or maybe even started going backwards. It 
was an age before we saw them again. But, each time they reached a checkpoint they were in good spirits and had new tale to 
tell: “Will lost his woggle”, “Will tripped over a rock”, “We got chased by sheep”, “We took the wrong path”. Day 1 ended at the 
campsite. After pitching their tents and cooking dinner, they were in their tents and asleep by 8pm. Yes, 8pm. On Scout Camp. I 
have NEVER had had so much sleep on a Scout Camp!  

After cooking breakfast, the Scouts started Day 2. Like Day 1, they started well navigating a field full of horses and finding a 
hidden footpath. But, again, after that, the pace slowed considerably! But, each time, they got to where they needed to be. And, 
despite what they said, they were never truly lost. A couple of times they’d taken the wrong footpath or missed their turning but 
each time, they’d worked out what they had done wrong and corrected it!  

They finished the walk (before it got dark and in time to get to school the next day!). They were tired and had sore feet. But they 
proud of what they’d achieved. And so were we!!  

Katherine Hawkins, 1st Balderton Scouts 

 

 
 


